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(54) ENGINE HO ABSORBENT DEGRADATION DIAGNOSING DEVICE 

(57)AbstraGt: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve 
degradation judgment accuracy without a 
temperature sensor of high absolute value 

accuracy. 

SOLUTION: The internal temperature of the 
upper stream portion and the lower stream 
portion of an absorbent 21, which absorbs HO 
discharged from an engine when the engine 
temperature is low, is respectively detected 
with sensors 22, 23. Measurement means 25, 
26 measure the peak time of the output of 
respective temperature sensors 22, 23 when 
the absorbent 21 in the condition of absorbing 
HC and a judgment means 27 judges whether 
the absorbent 21 is degraded or not by 
comparing the two peak times. In this case, it 

is not necessary to detect the temperature absolute value accurately with 
respective temperature sensors. 
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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve degradation judgment accuracy without a 
temperature sensor of high absolute value accuracy. 

SOLUTION: The internal temperature of the upper stream portion and the lower stream 
portion of an absorbent 21 , which absorbs HC discharged from an engine when the 
engine temperature is low, is respectively detected with sensors 22, 23. Measurement 
means 25, 26 measure the peak time of the output of respective temperature sensors 22, 
23 when the absorbent 21 in the condition of absorbing HC and a judgment means 27 
judges whether the absorbent 21 is degraded or not by comparing the two peak times. In 
this case, It is not necessary to detect the temperature absolute value accurately with 
respective temperature sensors. 
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